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New York University 
Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute 

Syllabus JOUR-GA-1022-001 
WRITING/REPORT WKSHP II BUSINESS 

& ECONOMIC REPORTING (Online) 
Spring 2021 

Professor: Penenberg, Adam 
Monday, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Course Description 

This writing course focuses on the various components and approaches to 
in-depth feature stories. We’ll dissect great modern and classic works of 
journalism for story, character, dialogue, scenes, structure, transitions, verb 
tense, point of view, style and impact. The goal is to create memorable non-
fiction stories that hold a reader’s attention to the last word. 

This is a challenging course with a heavy reading load and a high bar for 
writing assignments, befitting graduate journalism students at New York 
University. The emphasis is on learning by doing, with regular reporting and 
writing assignments inside and outside of class. These include a profile, first-
person story, in-class writing exercises, a case study involving an in-depth 
interview with a working journalist, and at the end of the semester a 2,000-
word feature story that displays dogged reporting and strong, evocative 
writing. Along the way we’ll work on your pitches, discuss your research, 
share interview techniques, as well as address techniques for time 
management, creating strong outlines and multiple drafts, improve your 
editing and, confront other professional challenges. 

Over the course of the semester I will meet with each of you individually to 
discuss your work and progress, and to find out how I can help you achieve 
your dreams in journalism whatever they might be. 

https://nyu.zoom.us/j/95873783510
mailto:adam.penenberg@nyu.edu
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Learning Objectives 
 
In this course, students will: 
 

• Demonstrate awareness of journalism’s core ethical values 
• Write clear, accurate and engaging prose in an audience- 

appropriate manner 
• Engage in critical thinking, independence, and creativity 

appropriate to the role of journalism in a democratic society 
• Interview subjects, conduct research, and evaluate information 
• Work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness, and diverse 

perspectives 
• Experience launching and operating a new website 
• Read some of the finest feature writing from the past and the 

present 
• Explore the art and craft of feature writing through various real- 

world assignments 
• Learn about structure, character development, point of view, 

attribution, ethics, and other aspects of good journalistic writing 
• Improve grammar, punctuation, structure, and the like 

 
Course Structure 
 
This is a writing workshop with lectures, ample discussions and 
workshopping, as well as pitch sessions and student presentations. 
Sometimes we’ll do writing exercises in class. Beforehand there is usually 
required reading.  
 
In class over Zoom I will explain how to take apart long-form stories for 
content: the lede, nut graf (if applicable), use of quotes and/or dialogue, 
character arcs, pacing, point of view, etc., which are integral to writing good 
long-form features.  We’ll critique great and perhaps not-so-great feature 
stories and other media. Sometimes we’ll break into small groups to engage in 
peer editing, discussions, or complete writing exercises. I’ll also lecture on 
topics relevant to journalists working today, as well as on the various ethical, 
legal and cultural aspects of journalism.   
 
Required Reading 
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There is no textbook for this class. Instead, I will regularly assign articles, 
research studies, and other relevant material, including a series of modules 
that covers grammar and punctuation, AP Style, fact-checking, digital 
verification, and the NYU Journalism Handbook. Some come with graded 
knowledge checks to test your comprehension and mastery of the material. I 
have also created a significant amount of my own material that covers the 
craft of journalism (reporting, interviews, writing), the history of journalism, 
media law and other topics.  
 
Writing Assignments 
 
Over the course of the semester, you will have four major written 
assignments:  
 
Profile (1200 words): An in-depth profile of a person (not a company or 
organization) doing something important, whether heading an intriguing 
startup or running for political office. You must have a minimum of three 
additional quoted sources in your story, people who can shed light on your 
profile subject.  
 
First-person story 1,000 words): An article written in the first person that  
features you doing something interesting. In the past a student went to a gun 
range to write about his experience firing an assault weapon.  Another student 
went to a ‘rage room’ to smash things. A third worked at a soup kitchen. In 
general, the more interesting the experience, the better the story.  
 
Journalism case study (1200 words): Interview a journalist about a 
magazine feature story you admire and deconstruct each step the writer took 
– from the initial idea, interviews, research and reporting, the editing process 
to final publication and the impact the article had. I will provide samples of 
successful journalism case studies I’ve received over the years on which you 
can base yours.  
 
Feature story (2000 words): A magazine feature story that exhibits deep 
research and multiple interviews, and which brings together everything you 
learned over the course of the semester. You’ll complete two drafts. After the 
first draft I’ll assign you a professional features editor or writer to give you 
extensive feedback for your second draft.  
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Required Modules 
 
“NYU Journalism Handbook for Students”: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/journalism-handbook 
 
“How to Find Sources and Get Them to Talk”:  
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-
sources-and-get-them-to-talk 
 
“Follow the Money”: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-
reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption 
 
NYU Fact-Checking: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/nyu-journalism-fact-checking 
 
“How to Cover an Event”: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-
news/6-events-reporting-in-real-time 
 
“Grammar & Punctuation for Journalists”: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/cover-page 
 
*Note: Log into NYU Home to access these modules, otherwise you may 
get a 404 error.  
 
Additional Resources 
 
Nieman Storyboard: “Why Is This So Good?” Professional writers dissect their 
favorite feature stories: https://niemanstoryboard.org/storyboard-
category/why-is-this-so-good/ 
 
The Pulitzer Prizes: https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-year 
 
The Open Notebook: https://www.theopennotebook.com/pitch-database/ 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Students are expected to read and/or view all assigned materials in advance 
of class. If you miss class, there is no excuse for not getting in touch with me in 
advance. For any excused absence – in the event of a serious illness, death in 

https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-sources-and-get-them-to-talk
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-sources-and-get-them-to-talk
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-news/6-events-reporting-in-real-time
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-news/6-events-reporting-in-real-time
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/cover-page
https://niemanstoryboard.org/storyboard-category/why-is-this-so-good/
https://niemanstoryboard.org/storyboard-category/why-is-this-so-good/
https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-year
http://www.theopennotebook.com/pitch-
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the family, or an approved athletic event, for example – I may ask you to 
submit documentation. (In the event of a religious holiday, there is no need of 
documentation. Just alert me in advance.) 
 
If you have two unexcused absences, you can lose a half point off your final 
grade (“B+” lowered to “B,” and so on.) Three unexcused absences could result 
in a full point off. If you skip more than three classes, you could fail. 
 
You must log in to class on time. If you are late to more than one class zoom 
session, your grade could be affected. Don’t ask if you can miss class or 
come late because you have scheduled an interview with a source who 
claims she can only make that time.  
 
Class participation is essential. Students must be prepared to present their 
assignments in class, participate in group discussions and workshops and 
work in teams. Everyone is expected to participate. This also goes for 
discussions involving each week’s reading. I will call on students to talk about 
various aspects of each article, so be prepared. That means reading carefully 
all of the assigned work in advance of class. To be a good writer you have to 
read. A lot. And be able to dissect others’ work. 
 
This is an online course and we meets once a week over Zoom.  Try to stay 
focused in class. While it may be tempting to surf the Web and shop for shoes 
an Amazon or check Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram while we are meeting, 
please stay focused. You must have our video camera turned on for the 
duration of class.  
 
Twitter 
 
Twitter has become the de facto platform for journalists. It’s not only an 
excellent way to market your work; it’s also a useful media filter. The higher 
the caliber of people you follow, the higher the quality of the information you 
can process. It’s not about tweeting about what you had for lunch, your cat’s 
latest trick or why you are so fond of chocolate cupcakes. It’s what my 
colleague Prof. Jay Rosen calls “mindcasting.” Sign up for Twitter (if you 
already haven’t) and “follow” selected journalists, media critics, and thinkers 
relevant to business, technology, the media industry and your chosen blog 
beat. Stay focused; don’t stray. An easy way to amass people to follow is to 
search for reporters, editors, and businesspeople on your beat and select from 
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their list of followers. You should tweet every day, multiple times, if possible. 
That’s the only way for you to attract a following and introduce yourself to the 
community of journalists. My Twitter handle is @penenberg. 
 
Grading 
 
Final grades calculated as follows: 

 
1. Profile (1,200 words) = 20% of your final grade 
2. First-person story: 1,000-word article featuring you = 20% 
3. Journalist case study (1,200 words). Interview a working 

journalist about a favorite narrative story and write a case study = 
10% 

4. Final feature story (2,000+ words, 2 drafts). Final draft due at the 
beginning of the final class. You must file each draft of your story 
on deadline. Handing in your first draft late could result in a full 
grade off your final story (A becomes a B, B a C, and so on.) = 30% 

5. Interactive modules = 10% 
6. Class  participation & in-class writing assignments = 10% 

 
File your assignments in Microsoft Word or send me a link to your story in 
Google Docs (be sure to give me editing privileges). Label your file with your 
name (last name.first name) and the date (day, month, year). Like this: 
Harris.Kamala.4July2021.docx or equivalent.  
 
Rewrites (i.e. second drafts) are optional. If you choose to rewrite an 
assignment, I will replace the original grade with what I assume will be a 
significantly higher one.  
 
Accommodations 
 
Students with disabilities that necessitate accommodations should contact 
and register with New York University’s Moses Center for Students with 
Disabilities (CSD) at 212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu. Information about 
the Moses Center can be found at www.nyu.edu/csd. The Moses Center is 
located at 726 Broadway on the 2nd floor. 
 
Diversity & Inclusion 
 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
http://www.nyu.edu/csd
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The Institute is committed to creating an inclusive learning environment. The 
Institute embraces a notion of intellectual community enriched and enhanced 
by diversity along a number of dimensions. 
 
A Word on Trigger Warnings 
 
Over the past few years a heated debate has raged in academia (if you can say 
anything rages in academia) over the use of “trigger warnings.” One common 
definition of a trigger warning is “a statement at the start of a piece of writing, 
video, etc., alerting the reader or viewer to the fact that it contains potentially 
distressing material (often used to introduce a description of such content).” 
 
Trigger warning proponents point out that some students in any given class 
may have suffered some level of trauma, whether it arises from sexual assault, 
violence, or other types of abuse. They should therefore receive fair warning 
when a reading or discussion relates to material that could cause them 
discomfort. 
 
Trigger warning critics contend that the world is often messy, disturbing, and 
violent, and that a master’s program in journalism is a time for intellectual 
growth and emotional development. For this to occur, a professor’s role is to 
challenge students so they learn to engage rationally with arguments, ideas, 
opinions, and principles they might find upsetting or even deeply offensive.   
 
While NYU does not subscribe to any university-wide position on trigger 
warnings – the administration advises anyone who might be traumatized by a 
reading or video to seek appropriate help at the university’s health center – 
the journalism faculty believes our entire profession should come stamped 
with a giant trigger warning. Part of what we do as journalists is to seek the 
truth no matter where it may lead. This can sometimes take us into violent, 
disturbing places. 
 
In this course we will read and discuss articles and view video that can at 
times deal with disturbing themes, which include sexual assault, violence, war 
and combat, terrorism, disease, racism and sexism. 
 
If these are topics you believe could trigger in you any psychological or health 
problems, you should not take this course. 
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At times you may find yourself vehemently disagreeing with the writer of an 
essay, article, feature story, interview subject on camera, another student, a 
guest, or even your professor. I encourage you to speak up and share your 
perspectives. But do it in a way that fosters mutual respect. Be aware that 
reasonable people can sometimes hold views that may appear “extreme” to 
some. 
 
The Syllabus 
 
A syllabus is simply a guidepost for the semester. While I’ll try to stick to this 
schedule we may skip around if the natural flow of the lessons dictate. No 
class is the same; if you have additional ideas for topics we should cover, I'm 
all ears. Sometimes links to articles can disappear or change. If so, let me 
know and I’ll find alternative sources. I expect you to read the assigned 
material but that doesn’t mean we’ll always have time to discuss everything in 
class. Nevertheless, these are high quality stories well worth the effort. By 
analyzing them you will be further on your way to becoming a better writer. 
 
Schedule 
 
Week 1 The Power of Story 
 
Stories are a communal currency of humanity. –Tahir Shah, in Arabian Nights 
 

Introductions 
The course, syllabus & readings 
What makes a great story? 

 Reading as a reader v. reading as a writer 
 Finding people and subjects to write about (handout) 

Mind Tricks: Are Things Always as They Seem? [presentation] 
The Narrative Fallacy: Potential Pitfalls of Storytelling in Journalism 
[presentation] 

 In-class exercise: Sharing secrets 
 
For next class:  
 
Research a profile subject for your first assignment (due at the start of our 
week 4 class).  It’s usually best to have options, so try to find two or even three 
potential profile subjects. Be sure each one is:  
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• Interesting and/or newsworthy: doing something special to merit a 

1200-word profile 
• Accessible: available to you and willing to devote time to your article 
• Directly or tangentially connected to business (in some fashion) 

 
Please read:  
 
“How to Pitch The New York Times (or, Well, Anyone Else),” by Tim Herrera, 
Nieman Lab: https://www.niemanlab.org/2018/10/how-to-successfully-
pitch-the-new-york-times-or-well-anyone-else/ 
 
“The Town Car 500,” by Jennifer Gonnerman, New York Magazine: 
http://nymag.com/news/features/54678/ 
 
“The Troll’s Lawyer,” by Adam L. Penenberg, Wired: 
https://www.wired.com/2015/01/the-trolls-lawyer/ 
 
“Awkwafina Comes Home,” by Jiayang Fan, New Yorker: 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/08/20/awkwafina-comes-home 
 
“Love Thy Neighbor?” by Stephanie McCrummen, The Washington Post: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/in-a-midwestern-town-that-
went-for-trump-a-muslim-doctor-tries-to-understand-his-
neighbors/2017/07/01/0ada50c4-5c48-11e7-9fc6-c7ef4bc58d13_story.html 
 
Please complete NYU Journalism Handbook Module 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/journalism-handbook 
 
Week 2  The Art of the Profile 
 
Stories tell us of what we already knew and forgot, and remind us of what we 
haven’t yet imagined. –Anne L. Watson 

 
 Tips on pitching; Open Notebook 
 Pitch session on your upcoming profile piece  
 “The Town Car 500,” “Troll’s Lawyer” & Awkwafina  
 Steps for writing feature stories (handout)  

Ethics: Plagiarism, fabulism, attribution, getting in trouble-ism  

https://www.niemanlab.org/2018/10/how-to-successfully-pitch-the-new-york-times-or-well-anyone-else/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2018/10/how-to-successfully-pitch-the-new-york-times-or-well-anyone-else/
http://nymag.com/news/features/54678/
https://www.wired.com/2015/01/the-trolls-lawyer/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/in-a-midwestern-town-that-went-for-trump-a-muslim-doctor-tries-to-understand-his-neighbors/2017/07/01/0ada50c4-5c48-11e7-9fc6-c7ef4bc58d13_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/in-a-midwestern-town-that-went-for-trump-a-muslim-doctor-tries-to-understand-his-neighbors/2017/07/01/0ada50c4-5c48-11e7-9fc6-c7ef4bc58d13_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/in-a-midwestern-town-that-went-for-trump-a-muslim-doctor-tries-to-understand-his-neighbors/2017/07/01/0ada50c4-5c48-11e7-9fc6-c7ef4bc58d13_story.html
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/journalism-handbook
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Everything is Fake: How Fake People, Fake News, Fake Social Media, 
Fake Money, Fake Ads, Fake Reviews, Fake Deaths and Fake Photos & 
Videos Are Taking Over the World [presentation] 
 

For next class:  
 
Please read:  
 
“Introduction to Sourcing,” by Melanie Hicken, AJO (handout) 
 
“New York Is Killing Me,” by Alec Wilkinson, New Yorker: 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/08/09/new-york-is-killing-
me 
 
“The Journalist and the Pharma Bro,” by Stephanie Clifford, Elle: 
https://www.elle.com/life-love/a35021224/martin-shkreli-christie-smythe-
pharma-bro-journalist 
 
“Agent of Disruption,” by Steve Bertoni, Forbes: 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/stevenbertoni/2011/09/21/sean-parker-
agent-of-disruption/ 
 
“Seabiscuit” pp. 265-277 (handout) 
 
Grammar modules:  
 
Over v. More Than: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/over-v-more-
than 
That v. Which: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/that-v-which 
Due to v. Because of: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/due-to-v-
because-of 
  
Week 3  Character & Scenes  
 
Story is a yearning meeting an obstacle. –Robert Olen Butler 
 

Status of your profile assignment 
“New York is Killing Me,” “Pharma Bro” and “Disruption” 
Deconstructing Seabiscuit (handout): Creating memorable characters 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/08/09/new-york-is-killing-me
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/08/09/new-york-is-killing-me
https://www.elle.com/life-love/a35021224/martin-shkreli-christie-smythe-pharma-bro-journalist
https://www.elle.com/life-love/a35021224/martin-shkreli-christie-smythe-pharma-bro-journalist
http://www.forbes.com/sites/stevenbertoni/2011/09/21/sean-parker-agent-of-disruption/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/stevenbertoni/2011/09/21/sean-parker-agent-of-disruption/
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/over-v-more-than
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/over-v-more-than
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/that-v-which
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/due-to-v-because-of
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/due-to-v-because-of
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and character arcs, descriptions, weaving together personal history, 
anecdotes, and background information into your story; tension and 
release; withholding information for maximum effect; zooming in and 
wide-angle lens. 
Food Lion v. ABC News & the Pitfalls of Undercover Cameras 
 

For next class:  
 
Due: 1200-word profile 
 
Please read:  
 
“A Rape on Campus: A Brutal Assault and Struggle for Justice at UVA,” by 
Sabrina Rubin Erdely, Rolling Stone (handout) 
 
Rolling Stone and UVA: the Columbia University Graduate School of 
Journalism Report: https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/a- 
rape-on-campus-what-went-wrong-20150405 
 
“Dr. V’s Magical Putter,” by Caleb Hannan, Grantland: 
http://grantland.com/features/a-mysterious-physicist-golf-club-dr-v/ 
 
“The Dr. V Story: A Letter From the Editor,” by Bill Simmons, Grantland: 
http://grantland.com/features/the-dr-v-story-a-letter-from-the-editor/ 
 
“What Grantland Got Wrong,” by Christina Kahrl, Grantland: 
http://grantland.com/features/what-grantland-got-wrong/ 
 
“What I’ve Learned,” by Nico Hines, Daily Beast: 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/what-ive-learned 
 
Grammar modules:  
 
Quote Mark Punctuation: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/quote-
mark-punctuation 
   
The Comma Splice: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/comma-
splice 

http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/a-
http://grantland.com/features/a-mysterious-physicist-golf-club-dr-v/
http://grantland.com/features/the-dr-v-story-a-letter-from-the-editor/
http://grantland.com/features/what-grantland-got-wrong/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/what-ive-learned
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/quote-mark-punctuation
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/quote-mark-punctuation
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/comma-splice
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/comma-splice
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Week 4 When Stories Go Horribly Awry 
 
Those who tell the stories rule the world. –Hopi proverb 
 

Your 1200-word profile is due at the start of class (be 
sure to slug your file as per instructions in the syllabus) 
Rolling Stone fiasco [presentation] 
“Dr. V’s Magical Putter”  
Nico Hines’ Daily Beast story on the Rio Olympics 
[presentation]  
Rathergate [presentation] 

 
For next class: Think of a topic for your 1000-word first-
person piece. 
 
Please read:  
 
“Magazines, Bring Back the Write-Around,” by Ron Rosenbaum, Slate: 
https://slate.com/human-interest/2007/10/magazines-bring-back-the-
write-around.html 
 
“Tony Hsieh’s American Tragedy: The Self-Destructive Last Months Of The 
Zappos Visionary,” by Angel Au-Yeung and David Jeans, Forbes: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/angelauyeung/2020/12/04/tony-hsiehs-
american-tragedy-the-self-destructive-last-months-of-the-zappos-
visionary/?sh=5590e9f4f22f 
 
“Follow the Blood Money: Exposing the Secret US Banking 
Operations That Help Fund Suicide Bombers,” by Adam L. 
Penenberg, Pando: https://pando.com/2014/02/23/called-
to-account-a-suicide-bombing-a-lawsuit-a-bank-accused-of-
financing-terrorism/ 
 
“Roger Ebert: The Essential Man,” by Chris Jones, Esquire: 
http://www.esquire.com/features/roger-ebert-0310 
 
Grammar modules:  
 

https://slate.com/human-interest/2007/10/magazines-bring-back-the-write-around.html
https://slate.com/human-interest/2007/10/magazines-bring-back-the-write-around.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/angelauyeung/2020/12/04/tony-hsiehs-american-tragedy-the-self-destructive-last-months-of-the-zappos-visionary/?sh=5590e9f4f22f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/angelauyeung/2020/12/04/tony-hsiehs-american-tragedy-the-self-destructive-last-months-of-the-zappos-visionary/?sh=5590e9f4f22f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/angelauyeung/2020/12/04/tony-hsiehs-american-tragedy-the-self-destructive-last-months-of-the-zappos-visionary/?sh=5590e9f4f22f
https://pando.com/2014/02/23/called-to-account-a-suicide-bombing-a-lawsuit-a-bank-accused-of-financing-terrorism/
https://pando.com/2014/02/23/called-to-account-a-suicide-bombing-a-lawsuit-a-bank-accused-of-financing-terrorism/
https://pando.com/2014/02/23/called-to-account-a-suicide-bombing-a-lawsuit-a-bank-accused-of-financing-terrorism/
http://www.esquire.com/features/roger-ebert-0310
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The Hyphen, En Dash & Em Dash: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-hyphen-n-
dash-m-dash 
 
The Semicolon: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-
semicolon?authuser=0 
 
Commonly Misused Words: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/commonly-
misused-words 
 
Week 5 The Write-Around 
 
Speaking to the subject is the most overrated thing in journalism. I’ve written 
profiles where you never even meet the person. –David Remnick 
 

Pitch your first-person piece to the class 
The art of the write-around 
Tony Hsieh, “Blood Money” & Roger Ebert 
Interview styles: “The machine gunner”, “interrupter,” 
“paraphraser”, “dart thrower”, “red flag”, and “the hand-them- 
enough-rope-and-they’ll-hang-themselves approach to 
interviewing” (handout) 
The Structure of News (handout) 

 
For next class:  
 
Please read:  
 
“A Neighbor Asked for a Tomato. This Is Where the Story Gets Weird,” by Gene 
Weingarten, Washington Post: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/gene-weingarten-a-
neighbor-asked-for-a-tomato-this-is-where-the-story-gets-
weird/2020/09/14/43160b9e-e7bf-11ea-97e0-94d2e46e759b_story.html 
 
“How My Mother and I Became Chinese Propaganda,” by Jiayang Fan, The New 
Yorker: https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/14/how-my-
mother-and-i-became-chinese-propaganda 

https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-hyphen-n-dash-m-dash
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-hyphen-n-dash-m-dash
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-semicolon?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/the-semicolon?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/commonly-misused-words
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/grammar/commonly-misused-words
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/gene-weingarten-a-neighbor-asked-for-a-tomato-this-is-where-the-story-gets-weird/2020/09/14/43160b9e-e7bf-11ea-97e0-94d2e46e759b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/gene-weingarten-a-neighbor-asked-for-a-tomato-this-is-where-the-story-gets-weird/2020/09/14/43160b9e-e7bf-11ea-97e0-94d2e46e759b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/gene-weingarten-a-neighbor-asked-for-a-tomato-this-is-where-the-story-gets-weird/2020/09/14/43160b9e-e7bf-11ea-97e0-94d2e46e759b_story.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/14/how-my-mother-and-i-became-chinese-propaganda
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/14/how-my-mother-and-i-became-chinese-propaganda
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“On Witness and Repair: A Personal Tragedy Followed by Pandemic,” by 
Jesmyn Ward, Vanity Fair:  
https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2020/08/jesmyn-ward-on-husbands-
death-and-grief-during-covid 
 
“My Moustache, Myself,” by Wesley Morris, New York Times Magazine: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/magazine/quarantine-
mustache.html 
 
Module:  
 
“How to Find Sources and Get Them to Talk”:  
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-
sources-and-get-them-to-talk 
 
Week  6 Me, Myself & I: Writing in First Person 
 
Great stories happen to those who can tell them. –Ira Glass 
 

Writing in the first person 
Weingarten, “Propaganda,” “Witness and Repair” & “Moustache” 
In-class writing: Childhood memories 
Quotes & attribution (handout) 
Influencing public opinion [presentation] 

  
Due next class: Your 1000-word first-person story 
 
Please read:  
 
“My Outsourced Life,” by A.J. Jacobs, Esquire: 
http://zimmer.csufresno.edu/~sasanr/Teaching-Material/MIS/CSS/My-
Outsourced-Life.htm 
 
“Rubbish!” by Chris Lydgate, Willamette Week: 
http://www.wweek.com/portland/article-1616-rubbish.html 
 
“Pearls Before Breakfast,” by Gene Weingarten, Washington Post: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/pearls-before-

https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2020/08/jesmyn-ward-on-husbands-death-and-grief-during-covid
https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2020/08/jesmyn-ward-on-husbands-death-and-grief-during-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/magazine/quarantine-mustache.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/magazine/quarantine-mustache.html
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-sources-and-get-them-to-talk
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/6-how-to-find-sources-and-get-them-to-talk
http://zimmer.csufresno.edu/%7Esasanr/Teaching-Material/MIS/CSS/My-Outsourced-Life.htm
http://zimmer.csufresno.edu/%7Esasanr/Teaching-Material/MIS/CSS/My-Outsourced-Life.htm
http://www.wweek.com/portland/article-1616-rubbish.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/pearls-before-breakfast-can-one-of-the-nations-great-musicians-cut-through-the-fog-of-a-dc-rush-hour-lets-find-out/2014/09/23/8a6d46da-4331-11e4-b47c-f5889e061e5f_story.html
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breakfast-can-one-of-the-nations-great-musicians-cut-through-the-fog-of-a-
dc-rush-hour-lets-find-out/2014/09/23/8a6d46da-4331-11e4-b47c-
f5889e061e5f_story.html (or get it through NYU Bobst’s electronic databses) 
 
“I Challenged Hackers to Investigate Me and What They Found Is Chilling,” by 
Adam L. Penenberg, Pando: https://pando.com/2013/10/26/i-challenged-
hackers-to-investigate-me-and-what-they-found-out-is-chilling/  
 
"I Went Undercover With a Border Militia. Here’s What I Saw," by Shane 
Bauer, Mother Jones: 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/10/undercover-border- 
militia-immigration-bauer/ 
 
“The Legend of Nellie Bly” (handout) 
 
Module:  
 
“Follow the Money”: https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-
reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption 
 
Week 7 Stunt Journalism 
 
There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you. –Maya 
Angelou 
 
 Stunt journalism 

“Outsourced,” “Rubbish,” “Hackers” & “Militia”  
W.T. Stead: The Father of Investigative Journalism [video]  
The Great Nellie Bly 
John Howard Griffin: “Black Like Me” [video] 
The Ethics of Doxing [presentation] 

  
For next class:   
 
Due: Your 1000-word first person piece 
 
Please read:  
 
“Street Smarts,” by Barry Newman, Wall Street Journal (handout) 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/pearls-before-breakfast-can-one-of-the-nations-great-musicians-cut-through-the-fog-of-a-dc-rush-hour-lets-find-out/2014/09/23/8a6d46da-4331-11e4-b47c-f5889e061e5f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/pearls-before-breakfast-can-one-of-the-nations-great-musicians-cut-through-the-fog-of-a-dc-rush-hour-lets-find-out/2014/09/23/8a6d46da-4331-11e4-b47c-f5889e061e5f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/pearls-before-breakfast-can-one-of-the-nations-great-musicians-cut-through-the-fog-of-a-dc-rush-hour-lets-find-out/2014/09/23/8a6d46da-4331-11e4-b47c-f5889e061e5f_story.html
https://pando.com/2013/10/26/i-challenged-hackers-to-investigate-me-and-what-they-found-out-is-chilling/
https://pando.com/2013/10/26/i-challenged-hackers-to-investigate-me-and-what-they-found-out-is-chilling/
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/10/undercover-border-
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/investigative-reporting/8-follow-the-money-financial-filings-and-corruption
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“The Itsy-Bitsy, Teenie-Weenie, Very Litigious Bikini,” by Katie Rosman, New 
York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/20/business/kiini-bikini-
lawsuit-ipek-irgit-solange-ferrarini.html 
 
“GM’s Hit and Run: How a Lawyer, Mechanic, and Engineer Blew Open the 
Worst Auto Scandal in History,” by Adam L. Penenberg, Pando: 
https://pando.com/2014/10/18/gms-hit-and-run-how-a-lawyer-mechanic-
and-engineer-blew-the-lid-off-the-worst-auto-scandal-in-history/ 
 
"How Goop’s Haters Made Gwyneth Paltrow’s Company Worth $250 
Million," by Taffy Brodesser-Akner, New York Times Magazine: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/25/magazine/big-business-gwyneth-
paltrow-wellness.html 
 
“No Second Chance for Stephen Glass: The Long, Strange Downfall of a 
Journalistic Wunderkind,” by Adam L. Penenberg, Pando: 
https://pando.com/2014/01/27/no-second-chance-for-stephen-glass-the-
long-strange-downfall-of-a-journalistic-wunderkind/ 
 
Week 8 Business Features 
 
When in doubt, go to the library. –J.K. Rowling 
 
 Due: Your 1000-word first-person story 

“Street Smarts,” “Itsy-Bitsy”, GM & Goop  
 John Carreyrou v.Theranos [video] 

Journalism sinners [presentation] 
The Ethics of Publishing Hacked Documents [presentation] 
Journalism Case Study samples (handout) 
In-class writing assignment: When trouble finds you 

 
For next class:  
 
Please read:  
 
“It Started as an Online Gaming Prank. Then It Turned Deadly,” by Brendan 
Koerner, Wired: https://www.wired.com/story/swatting-deadly-online-
gaming-prank/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/20/business/kiini-bikini-lawsuit-ipek-irgit-solange-ferrarini.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/20/business/kiini-bikini-lawsuit-ipek-irgit-solange-ferrarini.html
https://pando.com/2014/10/18/gms-hit-and-run-how-a-lawyer-mechanic-and-engineer-blew-the-lid-off-the-worst-auto-scandal-in-history/
https://pando.com/2014/10/18/gms-hit-and-run-how-a-lawyer-mechanic-and-engineer-blew-the-lid-off-the-worst-auto-scandal-in-history/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/25/magazine/big-business-gwyneth-paltrow-wellness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/25/magazine/big-business-gwyneth-paltrow-wellness.html
https://pando.com/2014/01/27/no-second-chance-for-stephen-glass-the-long-strange-downfall-of-a-journalistic-wunderkind/
https://pando.com/2014/01/27/no-second-chance-for-stephen-glass-the-long-strange-downfall-of-a-journalistic-wunderkind/
https://www.wired.com/story/swatting-deadly-online-gaming-prank/
https://www.wired.com/story/swatting-deadly-online-gaming-prank/
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“The Secret History of Women in Coding,” by Clive Thompson, New York 
Times Magazine: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/13/magazine/women-
coding-computer-programming.html 
 
“In 2020, Disinfo Broke the US,” by Jane Lytvynenko, Buzzfeed: 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/janelytvynenko/disinformation-
broke-us 
 
Please complete NYU FACT-CHECKING MODULE 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/nyu-journalism-fact-checking

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/13/magazine/women-coding-computer-programming.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/13/magazine/women-coding-computer-programming.html
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/janelytvynenko/disinformation-broke-us
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/janelytvynenko/disinformation-broke-us
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Week 9 Writing About Technology 
 
In character, in manner, in style, in all things, the supreme excellence is 
simplicity. –Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 
 Writing tech stories 

Online prank, coding & disinfo 
The attack on Charlie Hebdo [presentation] 

 In-class editing: How to Trim Your Prose 
 
For next class:  
 
Due: Your 1200-word Journalism Case Study: Write a journalism case 
study (1200 words). Interview a journalist about a magazine feature 
story you admire and deconstruct each step the writer took – from the 
initial idea, interviews, research and reporting, the editing process to 
final publication and the impact the article had. 
 
Please read:  
 
 “The Hidden Bigotry of Crosswords,” by Natan Last, The Atlantic: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/03/fight-to-make-
crosswords-more-inclusive/608212/ 
 
“Marty Baron Made The Post Great Again. Now, the News Is Changing,” by 
Ben Smith, New York Times: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/business/media/martin-baron-
washington-post.html 
 
“The Case For Reparations,” by Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-
reparations/361631/ 
 
“Flathead,” by Matt Taibbi, New York Press (handout) 
 
Week 10 The Reported Essay 
 
Sometimes reality is too complex. Stories give it form. –Jean Luc Godard 

https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/03/fight-to-make-crosswords-more-inclusive/608212/
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/03/fight-to-make-crosswords-more-inclusive/608212/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/business/media/martin-baron-washington-post.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/business/media/martin-baron-washington-post.html
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Due: your 1200-word journalist case study 
Pitch session: your final feature story 
 “Crosswords,” Wapo, “Reparations” and “Flathead” 
Status of final feature stories 
Media coverage of war [presentation] 

 
For next class:  
 
Module:  
 
“How to Cover an Event,” by Nidhi Prakash of Buzzfeed: 
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-news/6-events-reporting-
in-real-time 
 
Please read:  
 
"How I Became a Poker Champion in One Year," by Maria Konnikova, book 
excerpt in The Atlantic: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/06/how-i-became-
poker-champion-less-year/613372/ 
 
“The Atomic Plague,” by Wilfred Burchett, London Daily Express (p. 1-5): 
https://assets.cambridge.org/97805217/18264/excerpt/9780521718264_
excerpt.pdf 
 
“Rat Academy Is In Session,” by Tyler Foggatt, New Yorker:   
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/08/20/rat-academy-is-in-
session 
 
“Defcon Live,” by Adam L. Penenberg, Forbes.com: 
https://www.forbes.com/1999/07/16/feat2.html#2877fcab4262 
 
Week 11 Covering an Event 
 

Status of your final feature stories 
Poker, “Atomic Plague,” “Rat Academy” & Defcon 
Edward R. Murrow radio reports: the London Blitz, Trafalgar and 
Buchenwald (audio) 

https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-news/6-events-reporting-in-real-time
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/reporting-the-news/6-events-reporting-in-real-time
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/06/how-i-became-poker-champion-less-year/613372/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/06/how-i-became-poker-champion-less-year/613372/
https://assets.cambridge.org/97805217/18264/excerpt/9780521718264_excerpt.pdf
https://assets.cambridge.org/97805217/18264/excerpt/9780521718264_excerpt.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/08/20/rat-academy-is-in-session
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/08/20/rat-academy-is-in-session
https://www.forbes.com/1999/07/16/feat2.html#2877fcab4262
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Jordan Klepper at Trump rallies (video) 
Foreign correspondents in the US (New Yorker video) 
 

For next class: 
 
Due: 1st draft of your feature story. It must be a complete draft with 
significant upfront research, reporting, interviews and all 2000 words.  
 
Week 12 Editing session 
 
Good writing is rewriting. –Mario Puzo 
 

Editing session: Professional editors from major publications will 
work with you individually and in small groups on your first draft 
feature stories.  
Peer editing: Afterward, we’ll break up into small groups to 
further workshop your stories.  

 
For next class: 
  
Please read:  
 
“The Improbable Journey of Dorothy Parker’s Ashes, by Laurie Gwen Shapiro, 
New Yorker:  
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-improbable-journey-
of-dorothy-parkers-ashes 
 
“The First to Fly: The True Story of Two Eccentric 18th Century Inventors” 
(excerpt from Sky Rivals), by Adam L. Penenberg (handout) 
 
“HotorNOT Shaped the Social Web As We Know It,” by Jess Joho, Mashable: 
https://mashable.com/feature/hotornot-history-20-year-anniversary/ 
 
Week 13 Writing About Historical Events  
 
 Status of your feature story rewrites 
 Writing about historical events 

Dorothy Parker, Fly &  HotorNot 
One-on-one meetings to discuss your feature stories 

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-improbable-journey-of-dorothy-parkers-ashes
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-improbable-journey-of-dorothy-parkers-ashes
https://mashable.com/feature/hotornot-history-20-year-anniversary/
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Due next class: Final draft of your feature story 
 
Week 14 
 

Writers Roundtable: Feature writers talk about the craft of feature 
writing 
Career advice 

 
#         #        # 
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