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Course Overview: 

Today, cities find themselves on the frontlines of a rapidly warming planet. But while critics say 
they are a major contributor of emissions, there is reason to believe that those closest to the 
problem are also the source of solutions. New York City is no different.  
 
In this class, we’ll explore the various innovative ways in which America’s largest city—its 
government, advocates, policymakers, practitioners, and people—is trying, successfully or not, 
to stave off the climate crisis. And we’ll do that through vivid, powerful storytelling.  
 
Like the climate crisis itself, the material is intersectional: students with backgrounds in 
sciences, urban studies, economics, politics, and journalism are all welcome. Each one of us will 
bring our experiences and skills to the table. 
 
Class format: 
 
This is a laboratory class, so prepare to be out in the field often.  
 
Every week, each student will be assigned a unique role—stringer; writer; editor; photographer; 
videographer; etc.—which will vary. The class will then commence with a field trip to a site 
pertinent to a specific issue we’ll be exploring that week. There, we’ll hear from advocates, 
experts, locals, and other subjects relevant to the story. Each student will then fulfill their role, 
gathering reporting notes, or getting photos and videos (art) for the story. (Due to the 
unpredictability of the COVID-19 crisis, field trip destinations may change—but the aim is to 
stick to the syllabus as stated.) 
 
Students will then return to campus for a newsroom session, where we’ll collaboratively turn 
what we collect into a digestible news piece. Each week, we’ll focus on a different writing style 
every week, like Q&As and profiles. We’ll ultimately work our way up to a feature piece in the 
last two classes.  
 

Reading List:  

• Weekly readings (assigned on Brightspace) 
• In lieu of required texts, students are asked to procure a MetroCard (or use OMNY), as we’ll 

be using mass transit in almost every class. 



Schedule:                

                                                                                                                                       

Week 1 

Theme: Intro to urban sustainability 

Syllabus review 

Field trip: East River Park (Manhattan) 

Week 2 

Theme: Transportation and mobility 

Writing structure: Vignettes/MOS 

Field trip: 34th Ave Open Street, Jackson Heights (Queens) 

Week 3 

Theme: Food access 

Writing structure: Q&A 

Field trip: Connected Chef + Lifeline Groceries, Long Island City (Queens) 

Week 4 

Theme: Equity 

Writing structure: Profile 

Field trip: Hunts Point (The Bronx) 

Week 5 

Theme: Parks and open space 

Writing structure: Feature, Pt. 1 

Field trip: The Bronx River (The Bronx) 

Week 6 

Theme: Wrap-up 

Writing Structure: Feature, Pt. 2 

Field trip: Jamaica Bay (Queens) 

Wrap-up party 

 


