NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute
20 Cooper Square

New York, New York 10003

Prof. Robert S. Boynton

Director of Literary Reportage
E-Mail: robert.boynton@nyu.edu

June 2026
Dear Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in Literary Reportage. This letter contains lots of information about,
and links to, various aspects of the program. The best place to start is with our website.

Sitting in on a class or two is the best way to get an idea about what we do here. So, if it is at all
possible, I suggest you visit, and meet some students and faculty. I’ve listed some classes that are
especially relevant this fall. Contact Tanaya Singh (ts5703@nyu.edu ), the Lit Rep GA, and she
will help you arrange a visit. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

2025/26 was especially productive for Lit Rep. Here are some highlights:
- Sarah Aziza (2016) published The Hollow Half: A Memoir of Bodies and Borders
- Lance Richardson (2015) was a Pulitzer Prize finalist for 7rue Nature, his biography of
Peter Matthiessen
- Victorian Walker ('26) published a profile of a BDSM Cafe
- Zelda Nguyen ('27) published a piece about the cinnamon smell in Central Park
- Alum Heather Rodgers was a Pulitzer finalist for her WSJ podcast
- Nia Watson's ('26) published a section of thesis in the /9¢h
- Amrutha Kosuru's ('26) published a section of her thesis about caste
- Nic Neves' (26) ran a section from thesis on NPR's Weekend Edition.
- Julia Shanker (2026) published a piece on the raw milk underground in New York

- Ale Tedeja (2026) produced an episode for the new podcast, Written in Air

- Dean Kopitsky (2026) published a piece about legal weed in Hell Gate

- Sammie Seamon (2025) published a piece about climate change in the Austin Chronicle
- Leina Gabra (2026) produced an episode for the podcast, Feet in 2 Worlds

- Madjdy Kassem (2025) published his thesis in 7he New Republic



https://journalism.nyu.edu/graduate/programs/literary-reportage/
https://www.sarahaziza.com/
https://books.catapult.co/books/the-hollow-half/
https://www.lancenrichardson.com/
https://www.lancenrichardson.com/truenature
https://www.bonappetit.com/story/inside-baltimores-kinkiest-restaurant?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQcNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeU7idQR1lmxTJ8CpEIlVTQng6O5ro3D3B6dx6NdCC4zbRJSDr9XHwggQcD_0_aem_rPOP3BA_0Jtaz4CVargFJA
https://www.westsidespirit.com/news/cinnamon-smell-west-central-park-YM5842735?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQiFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEebLZ1JYbxxVF4x34f-KajcIJdLUScR-4zOXAAgMi2EGWzMDARRUZrXPCZWwE_aem_om9lWkAe3lAJPlAmhxlYhw
https://www.pulitzer.org/finalists/valerie-bauerlein-heather-rogers-colin-mcnulty-nathan-singhapok-and-rachel-humphreys-wall?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQmhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeNy2pAafzL1XDhLmDGH-MHIIFyWz0OPn0skzwyNBL0GGajM_kVx0UrGM2tt4_aem_dzFCqhd3h4XhJ2lW5UPY-Q
https://19thnews.org/2026/03/endometriosis-diet-symptoms-treatment/?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQs1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe_2ch0RQxOeAIQJMyTZ8Ja3Neb9QfN97OjLLt1a7QHdnHoXCxZRGkwOhQE8Q_aem_v1XZUbhYk9DJ1zPcLvrgLw
https://southasiansalon.com/post/from-the-shadow-to-the-stars-reflections-on-anti-caste-solidarities?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQ0ZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFnMHFuQnRXNGJmUG40bnhYc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj4CIYrt_lp3DzwvR6qDzkpwnZj-Nr8Sdzij8qEVAXuwT5T0SSE6mBaAcdeW_aem_g2_bCL1zabXefMDY4xlfPQ
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/28/nx-s1-5712728/this-pennsylvania-woman-asked-friends-to-help-weave-her-burial-casket?fbclid=IwY2xjawSBQ5hleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeMkuqRXJ8mgkKJhhWav5etBO9Ncj7R6DUmxUo4vAgrKY25UUyPS-YzaaTkiA_aem_kSn68BvhJ5ICByz1PvNeWQ
https://www.grubstreet.com/article/raw-milk-delivery-milk-guy-nyc.html?utm_source=nymag_app_article_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawMlVoBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHixu0vVrYPlap4tUZ8tcxXDsQp8MVbWZEE1i5xEYNVMVay-qKn2MAQtI0m27_aem_z0M1nTHfxTvXG_6rYKkguQ
https://writteninair.substack.com/p/the-echo-of-the-city?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&fbclid=IwY2xjawMlUz5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoxYxXT42NBK4WxsOAM_H1wLMm2y6ZGy8Tw9zlbYKceIR6s8oUaEx4GdgoiG_aem_Y0iRzd6KWguUBRZ17Gw10g
https://hellgatenyc.com/bed-stuy-weed-shop-owner-locked-up-two-days/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2025-08-08/the-reality-of-climate-change-in-texas-drought-and-floods/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlU45leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHqtSNrLz4WfyGOLYiJg4rUqcbgLU_UT5EozYOSZzOkw6env5gleqKa87tpeR_aem_HULecHo_HE7ViuPcFsxNJg
https://www.fi2w.org/working-9-to-5-to-9/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlU-dleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHq1xIfLthTUsuUvXWGxuyY9CeWI2q8KKqdnFZpVOi0BtG2DDi1WRshdsgoEy_aem_7SINxn4F8ey7oadCf7rzGw
https://newrepublic.com/article/189313/french-children-isil-isis-syrian-camps

Rayan El Amine (2025) published a piece about near death experiences in Pioneer Works
Sarah Baik (2023) became a producer at the podcast, But Why

Tracy Jawad (2024) published a beautiful memoir about her father’s death in
Cosmopolitan (where it was edited by Lit Rep alum Nicole Pasulka)

Garrott Graham (2023) investigates yogurt for Search Engine, where he is a producer
Sarah Stodder (2017) got a book contract from W.W. Norton for The Old Place: A
Haunting, a House, a Reckoning, which began as her thesis.

Clarissa Fragoso Pinheiro (2022) moved from the Paris Review to Harper s magazine,
where she is an assistant editor

Pooja Salhotra (2022) moved from the 7exas Tribune to the New York Times, where she is

a reporter
Neel Dhanesha (2022) got a reporting job at Niemann Reports

In August, Kimon de Greef (2021) is publishing The Ego Trip, which began as his thesis,
and originally appeared as an article in the New Yorker.

In June 2026, Matthew Wolfe’s (2013) published Fires In The Night: The Earth
Liberation Front, The FBI, and a Secret Battle to Save The Planet, based on his NYT
Magazine article.

Lit Rep alum Rob Moor published his second book, /n Trees, in May 2026

Our students and alumni continue to publish widely.

The Mentorship Program continues to pair every Lit Rep student with a professional

journalist. In exchange for five hours of research per week, the journalist will spend one
hour on your work.
The scope and quality of Lit Rep theses (both written and audio) continue to grow.

Classes to visit in Fall 2025

Introduction to Literary Reportage, Robert Boynton, Monday, 10-1:20
Introduction to Audio Reportage, Audrey Quinn, Wednesday, 9-1
WRRI, Liza Featherstone, Tuesday, 9-12:20

Personal Essay, James Marcus, Tuesday, 2:30-5:30

Reported Essay, Suketu Mehta, Wednesday, 4-6:30

Writing Place, Joshua Jelly-Schapiro, Thursday, 9-12:40

Reporting Culture, Alexandra Jacobs, Wednesday, 8:30-12

Students are the best sources of information about the program. Here is contact information for

some current and past Lit Rep students.

Current Students

Emily Staunton - ees9957@nyu.edu
Fanny Willman - fannywillman@gmail.com



https://pioneerworks.org/broadcast/rayan-el-amine-near-death-experience-dmt-psychedelics?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlWApleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHuRHJSQOM4sYTT37JX1P4DkcS3cT1IaArS5GT2TuDYyBepFo2CsA3sFFd6zj_aem_R9jCXY_SGoZ__JoyBMHC-w
https://www.vermontpublic.org/podcast/but-why-a-podcast-for-curious-kids?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlVE1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgrV_po2ENcEi2xhuWpP1WL93mL7-RB7mNVLpAHEkjDj4N4HQjJpoK4JoHy4_aem_S0W5vR23E1CMph5TLF8Kpg
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/relationships/a65022521/processing-grief-with-shoplifting/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlVtJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHu1ZRa66xSHpU1qENHvb3qAnEBYqPEUVhYoV28CuRkm0tvTQWIeK3lf4mhNF_aem_ljVwbeJkUDiMub0tsCsrNw
https://www.searchengine.show/the-stupid-little-yogurt-question/
https://www.nytimes.com/by/pooja-salhotra
https://www.niemanlab.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/735472/the-ego-trip-by-kimon-de-greef/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/03/28/the-pied-piper-of-psychedelic-toads
https://www.amazon.com/Fires-Night-Liberation-History-Eco-Sabotage/dp/0593654552
https://www.amazon.com/Fires-Night-Liberation-History-Eco-Sabotage/dp/0593654552
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/26/magazine/earth-liberation-front-joseph-mahmoud-dibee.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/26/magazine/earth-liberation-front-joseph-mahmoud-dibee.html
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/In-Trees/Robert-Moor/9781476739250
https://journalism.nyu.edu/graduate/programs/literary-reportage/student-work/
https://journalism.nyu.edu/graduate/programs/literary-reportage/mentorship-program/
https://journalism.nyu.edu/graduate/programs/literary-reportage/student-theses/
mailto:ees9957@nyu.edu
mailto:fannywillman@gmail.com

Grace Marshall gkm5514(@nyu.edu
Lucy Rice - [r3491 @nyu.edu

Zelda Nguyen - ttn2063@nyu.edu
Ella Cattle - ehc7730@nvu.edu

Alum

Julia Shanker - julshanker@gmail.com

Amrutha Kosuru - Amrutha.kosuru@gmail.com
Jacqueline Reynolds - jacreynolds22(@gmail.com
Kim Deen - kimdeennews@gmail.com

Nia Watson - nw2116@nyu.edu

Victoria M. Walker - vmwalker9@gmail.com
Garrett Owen - gc02025@nyu.edu

Logan Davis - lodavis12@gmail.com

Rayan El Amine - rea346@nyu.edu

Sammie Seamon - s1s9917@nyu.edu

Shaan Merchant - shaanmerchantl(@gmail.com
Yucheng Tang - yt2619@nyu.edu

Tenzin Tsagong - tsagongt@gmail.com

Neel Dhanesha - neeldhanesha@gmail.com

Ryan Sweikert - ryan.sweikert@gmail.com
Sarah Aziza - sarahazizawriter@gmail.com
Natalie Lampert - natalielampert@gmail.com
Will Hunt - willhuntblue@gmail.com

Best,
Robert Boynton

robert.boynton@nyu.edu
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